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lesser extent the Duke of Sussex, continued to stand up for
The opponents of factory legislation in Parliament found their
most telling argument against mercy to children in the fact
that the champion of mercy was an infidel. Nothing daunted,
Owen went on his way as if everything were succeeding perfectly,
and set to work to try to obtain the capital required for starting
at least one co-operative village. For the moment, however,
nothing came of his efforts.
In the following year, being on the Continent, he presented a
memorial to the Congress at Aix-la-Chapelle. Here he had his
one (not very fortunate) meeting with the Emperor Alexander:
He introduced himself to the Czar (Alexander I, elder brother
of Owen's guest, the Grand Duke Nicholas) as the latter was
leaving his hotel, and offered him a copy of the two Memorials.
The Czar had no pocket big enough to hold the papers and
refused to accept them at the moment, asking Owen to call on
him that evening. The brusqueness of his tone offended Owen,
and he refrained from accepting the invitation. Owen entrusted
copies of his Memorial, However, to Lord Castlereagh, one of
the British representatives at Aix-la-Chapelle, to present to the
Congress, and he learnt afterwards from various sources that
they were considered to be amongst the most important docu-
ments laid before the assembly.
He should have remembered that a well-dressed man, however
devout he may become, does not care to spoil his clothes by filling
the pockets with papers.
Owen gradually became aware that the Government would
not take up his Plan, but he still had hopes of the local
authorities. In 1820, he presented a long Report to the County
of Lanark, explaining his ideas in considerable detail. The most
important novelty in this Report is his proposal that Labour
Notes should take the place of money. The Government was
about to resume gold payments, which had been suspended in
1797 on account of the war; currency questions were therefore
to the fore. According to Owen's proposal, all prices would be
fixed in proportion to the labour involved in production, and
all payments would be in labour units. <The natural unit of
value,* he says, *is, in principle, human labour, or the combined
manual and mental powers of men called into action.* To the
adoption of this system he attributed almost magical powers.